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One of three gangland figures al-^ 
legedly hired by the CIA to eliminate* 
Fidel Castro in the early 1980s todayj 
refused to cooperate with the House; 
Assassination Committee in its invest 
tigation of the murder of former; 
President JohnF. Kennedy. - " H 
Despite the warning he might be 
cited for contempt of Congress, 
Miami gangland figure Santos Traf-; 
ficante Jr. refused to answer 13 ques- 
tions about the Castro plot, his con*j 
nections with the CIA. and .priori 
knowledge^ , Kennedy's .-* assassina^ 

lion. ‘ • - ■ -V ' T' 

It was- a scene reminiscent . of thei 
old Kefauver Rackets-- Committee^ 
hearings., Trafficante/ 4a balding^ 
elderly man in a gray suit, quietly:* 
recited his rights under' the 1st, 4th/j 
5th and- I4th Amendments as .ques^j 
tions were posed by Committee Chief 
Counsel Richard Sprague.^ - 4* 

Next to Trafficante sathis Florida^ 
lawyer, Henry Gonzalez/an a three^ 
piece black pinstriped sui£ ' 3 

TRAFFICANTE is the only survives 
ting member of the CIA hit squad afi 
legedly hired to kill Castro in 196&J 
'Sam Giancana of Chicago was shot i& 
death June 19, 1975, and John Rosei-- 
li’s body was found floating in- an oil’ 
drum in Biscayne Bay .later that, 
summer. * _ ) 

Sprague asked Trafflcantei 
whether he had ever worked under; 
contract with the CIA and whether he 
knew Roselli, a. longtime "associate. 
The witness refused to answer. - - * 
Trafficante was also asked 
whether he had prior knowledge of 
the assassination of Kennedy in 
Dallas Nov. 22, 1963, or had* ever “ad4 
vised’* other people about the killing. 4 
Sprague also asked whether Traf-j 
ficante knew Jack Ruby, murderer of; 
Kennedy -assassin Lee Harvey Gs-r : 
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’wald, and whether Ruby had ever 
I visited Trafficante while the witness 
was in prison in Cuba, once the base 
;of.his gambling empire. Again the 
: witness wouldn’t answer. Trafficante 
■also would not say whether he had 
ever met with the CIA to discuss the 
assassination ‘of ^ Castro or other 
world leaders pr whether, he had im- 
munity^ in connection; /with . such 
plans//- ' * >v;- 

Nor wouid he say whether he knew 
Robert" Maheu/ the former official in 
the^ Howard Hughes business empire 
who reportedly, put 2 the 7 CIA in touch . 
ith Giancana. : J ... 

- WHEN IT - became evident that 
Trafficante was going to continue to 
plead potential; self-incrimination. 
Assassination Commiteee Chairman 
Louis' Stokes, ; D-phio, recessed the 
meeting for nearly JO minutes while 
the panel held an informal meeting in 
a room just off the hearing chamber. ; 
^ After the meeting Stokes told Traf- 
ficante the committee-felt his “claim 
of privilege was inappropriate” and 
that it may recommend that he be 
cited* for contempt of Congress for 
refusing to: answer questions even 
when directed to do so. ; 

- Trafficante - remains under sub- 
poena and could be recalled as a wit- 
ness; He did answer one question, 
saying/ ‘Yes// sir,* ... when asked 
whether he understood the subpoena 
continues. ; : 



- The committee, which has been at- 
tempting to gain credibility so- that; 
the House will continue its funding; 
after it expires March 31, had trourj 
bles again today. Its hearing had to; 
be delayed 30 minutes because! 
Trafficant’s microphone wasn’t 
working.' 

THEN THERE was another 10- 
minute* delay because Trafficante 
had exercised his right to exclude 
television cameras and photogra- 
phers.. This exclusion also. cut into the 
committee .attempt to ^,get widest 
exposure to show, that the investiga^ 
tions. of the deaths, of Kennedy and 
the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., are 
serious. ; v ;; j J 

Committee members winced and-; 
some in the audience laughed when! 
Trafficante’s lawyer was introduced^ 
His name is the same as that of the: 
former chairman of the committee/ 
Rep. Henry B.'Gonzalez, D-Tex., whd 
recently resigned after a well-pub li-- 
cized dispute with committee counselj 
Sprague. . ■ • • d 

‘ ’ After Trafficante left and the com^ 
mittee voted to subpoena four per^ 
sons- from Tennessee, where- King! 
was slain, the panel went into execu-; 
live session to discuss Trafficante’^ 
unwillingness to testify and other as4 
peels of the Kennedy probe. . 

The supboena of Trafficante! 
ordered him to appear to testify:- 
about what he knew of attempts to* 
assassinate Castro and Kennedy and ; 
to produce any relevant notes andj 
documents. The subpoena was dated ! 
March 18. Gonzalez-said that Traf-j 
ficante could not comply with the re4 
quests for documents today. 


